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more dangerous to the lives, liberties, 
and fortune* of the Subject, inasmuch as 
it claims for its rule of action, its own dis- 
cretion, will or caprice. 

5. Resolved ..That the. true privilege of 
parliament, meaning nothing more than a 
protective right, was really designed as an 
immunity and safeguard, to be wielded as 
a shield against the encroachments, usurpa- 
tions and tyranny of the crown ; not to be 
converted into an 3ctive power of violat- 
ing the rights of others, into an instrument 
of arrogance, and a sword of destruction 
against the people. 

6. Resolved. ..That the cardial thanks of 
♦his meeting be given to that illustrious 
patriot Sir Francis Burdett, for his upright 
bnd independent conduct in Parliament ; 
for his truly constitutional and irresistible 
argument , disproving the power of the 
House of Commons to imprison the people 
of England ; and for his legal and manly 
resistance to the Speaker's warrant, where- 
by he has given a practical illustration of 
its inefficiency, and demonstrated that, as 
there is no legal power without the legal 
means of execution, it could not be earned 
into efft-'ct without the aid of a standing 
urmy, a violation of the ancient laws and 
rights of Englishmen, and which, in this 
instance, was so lamentably exemplified in 
the breaking open of his castle, and so fa- 
tally preceded and followed by the murder 
of peaceable and unoffending Citizens. 

7. Resolved ..,'1 hat this Resolution be 
communicated to Sir Francis Burdett, hy 
Che Sheriffs and a deputation of the Livery, 
who are desired, at the same time, to assure 
him, that, liowev r grateful his reie ise 
from arbitrary confinement would pn ve to 
the citizens of l.on'.'.ou,his l.beration would 
be no jubilee to the British people, un- 
less obtained by the triumph of tb:»se grand 
principles which in his person have been so 
shamefully and flagrantly violated. 

8. Resolved. .. 1 hat this meeting w: uld 
hecome' accomplices in the ruin of their 
constitution and country, were they to 
decline stating what appears to them to be 
tlie fact, that the House of Commons 
lias repeatedly rejected just and necessary 
inquiry, screened public delinquents and 
p dilators from punishment, encouraged 
the scandalous traffic of Seats in their own 
House, a traffic, " at the mention of which 
their ancestors would have stat.led with 
indignation,**— ^sanctioned the most profli- 
gate waste of thepublicmoney, andapptoved 
and justified an Expedition, the most nu- 
merous, formidable and expensive that 
evet left the shores of England ; but the 



most degraded, disgraced and ruinous that 
ever returned, alike destructive of the ge- 
nuine energies of the empire, and holding 
out to the contempt and ridicule of the 
enemy the folly and imbecility of corrupt 
and wicked ministers. 

9. Resolved ...That under all these evils 
and calamities, these accumulated and accu- 
mulating grievances, it appears to this 
meeting that the only means left to save 
the constitution and the country from im- 
pending ruin, is a reform in the repre- 
sentation of the people in the Commons 
House of Parliament, which to be effici- 
ent, must be speedy aid radical. 

10. Resolved....That the people of the 
United Kingdom are hereby entreated to 
co-operate by Petition, Remonstrance, and 
all constitutional means, in the attainment 
of this salutary and indispensable object. 

1 1 Resolved....That a petition, founded 
on these resolutions, be presented to the 
honourable the Hou.e of Commons. 

12. Resolved. ..That the petition now 
read be fairly transcribed, and signed by 
two aldermen and twelve liverymen, and 
presented to the honourable the House 
of Commons by H. C Combe esq. Sir W. 
Curtis, Sir C. Price, and Sir J. Sha.v, bart. ; 
and they are hereby iustructed, as Repre- 
sentatives of this city, to support the same. 

13. Resolved nuanimou>ly...That the 
thanks of this Hall be given to alderman 
Combe, one of the representatives of this 
city, for the discharge of his duties, and 
for his constitutional conduct in parliament. 

14. Resolved unanimously... That the 
thanks of this Hall be given to the right 
honourable the JLord Mayor, fur his im- 
partial conduct this day, and lor his up- 
right and honourable conduct as chief ma- 
gistrate, and his constitutional endeavours 
to preserve the peace of the city, without 
aid of themilitaiy. 

1.1 Resolved unanimously. ..That the 
thanks of this Hall be given to the Sheriffs, 
foi their constitutional endeavours to pre- 
serve the peace of the city without the aid 
of the military. Woootroih 

THE FOLLOWING IS ACOFYOFTHt 
PETITION : 

To 'fie Honoiruble tlie Commons of <fc 

United k-wrdim ./ Q;i at tiriuua and Ire- 

/*.«/, in Panutmrnt utzembled.' 

1 ne iiiiiubleautlicss, remonstrance, and 

petition ol the lord mayor, aldermen, and 

lut-iyof the city of London, in common 

11:11 asstoabled, tlni 4th day of May, 

1811). 

We, the lord mayor, aldermen, and 
livery ol the city ct London, ia common 
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Rail assembled, begleave K witn feeling, of 
the most anxious concern, to present this 
our humble address, petition and remon- 
strance, and we earnestly entreat your 
honourable house to give to itafavourable 
reception, for bow can we hope for redress 
and relief, if the bare statement of the 
wrongs and grievances of which we com- 
plain, be rejected > We also beg your 
honourable house to believe that in the 
language we may have occasion, and are 
indeed compelled to employ, no offence 
is intecded to your honourable house. 

The circumstance which most deeply 
afflicts us, and which most stiongly im- 
pels us at this time to approach your 
honourable house is, what appears to us 
to have oeen, on your part, a violation of 
the personal security of the people of the 
land. We humbly conceive that, without 
law, and against law, you have imprisoned 
two of your felloe subjects, and that 
without a trial, without a bearing, you 
have condemned them. Law requires 
legal process and trial by jury of our e- 
quals. Justice demands that no person 
shall be prosecutor, juror, judge, and 
executioner in his own cause. We beg; 
leave to express our conviction that, this 
eternal principle of immutable justice 
cannot be anuulled by any bouse of com- 
mons—by any king — by anv parlia- 
ment—by any legislature upon earth. 
But it appears to us that your honourable 
house have, in the instances of Mr. John 
Gale Jones, and Sir Francis Burdett, as-, 
suined, accumulated and exercised all 
the«e offices. 

We feel it a duty which we owe to 
you, to ourselves, to our posterity, to 
state that in our conception, this juris- 
diction is unfounded, and we humbly, 
but firmly declare our opinions against 
the existence of this power in any hands; 
a jurisdiction unknown, a power above 
tbe law, and which could beeuforced only 
*yr"**Hi*»»y violence; a violence made 
tnauifest by the breaking open of an Eng- 
lishman's castle, and by the preceding 
and. subsequent murder of peaceable and 
unoffending citizens. 

Permit us humbly to observe, that the 
construction of your honourable house, 
prevents our surprise at this conduct of 
your honourable house. W« will not 
enter into the details, so often and s» ab- 
ly stated to your honourable house, by 
which it appears,. that upwards of three 
hundred members «f'yar .honourable 
house, in Englaud and Wales matt, are 
not elected by the people, in any honest 
sense of the word people, but are sent to 
your honourable bouse by tbe absolute 
adtninatidij or powerful influence oX a— -■ 

BELFAST MAC. MO, XXII. 



bout one hundred and fifty pern and 
others, as averred in a peti:ion to your 
honourable bouse in tbe year 17^3, and 
wlrtch remains on your journals uncon- 
troverted This :■* the great constitution- 
al disease of our country. This is the 
true root of all evils, corruptions, and op- 
pressions under which we labour. " If it 
be not eradicated, the nation must perish. 

In support of this our sincere convic- 
tion, we need only refer to the never to 
be forgotten vote of your honourable 
bouse, refusing to examine evidence on a 
charge against lord Castlereagh and Mr. 
S. Perceval, then two of the king's minis- 
ters, for trafficking in seats in your hon- 
ourable house. 

We remember well, that when it was 
gravely averred, and proof offered, in a 
petition which stood on y< itr journals, 
and tbe complaints thereof unredressed 
for more than twenty years, " that seats 
for legislation in the house of commons 
were as notoriously rented and bought as 
the standings for cattle at a fair," tha 
theu honourable house treated the asser* 
tien with affected indignation, and the mi- 
nister threatened to punisTi the petition- 
er, for presenting a scandalous and libel- 
ous petition." But we have lived to see a 
house of commons avow the traffic, and 
screen those accused of this breach of law 
and right, because it has beenequally com- 
mitted by all parties, and was a practice 
"as notorious a* the sun at noon day." 
At thisvote and at these practices we feel 
as " oui ancestors would have felt," and 
cannot repre>s the expression of "our in- 
dignation" and disgust. 

Under these circumstances may we not 
be permitted to ask, where is your justice, 
where your dignity r Mr. John Gale 
Jones is confined witbinthe walls of New- 
gate, for an alleged offence against your- 
selves, which if committed a<rainst any 
other subjects of these realms, or even a- 
gainst the king himself, must have been 
adjudged by the estal/lisbed rnles and 
laws of the land! Lord Castlereagh cou- 
tiuued to be a principal minister of the 
crown, and is now a free member of your 
honourable house f Sir Francis Burdett, 
dragged by a military force from the 
bosom of his family, is committed to tbe 
tower for exercising tiie right of consti- 
tutional discussion, common, and indeed 
undername, tu you, to us, to all ! Mr, 
Spencer Terowval continues a member 
of your honourable house, taking a lead 
in your deliberations, the first minister of 
the crown, and the chief adviser of the 
royal councils ! 

Under .the agonizing feelings rxcjted 
By the late imprisonment of our fellow- 
filb 
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subjects, can it be necessary for us to re 
capitulate the many instances, as thus 
appears to us, of refusals to institute just 
and necessary inquiry, to pursue to con' 
dign punishment public delinquents and 
peculators, to economize the means and 
resources of the state, to administerto the 
people relief and redress for the various 
disgraces which the national honour has 
sustained, for the lavish profusion of 
British blood and treasure, extravagantly 
wasted in ill-contrived and fruitless cam- 
paigns, and more particularly in tbe hu- 
miliating and ignominious expedition to 
the coast of Holland, in which the greatest 
armament that ever left our shores, was 
exposed to the scorn, contempt, and ri- 
dicule .of the enemy, and the flower of the 
British army left ingloriously to perish in 
tbe pestilential marshes of Walcheren, 
without succour! without necessity ! 
without object ! without hope ! 

These and similar proceedings of your 
honourable house require no comment, 
but we cannot by our silence become ac- 
complices in the ruin of our country, and 
dare not conceal from you tbe wholesome 
though unpleasant truth, that they appear 
to us to have materially shaken what re- 
mained of the confidence of the subjects 
of these realms in thewisdom of your hon- 
ourable house. 

We therefoie liumhly, but firmly en- 
treat you to reconsider your conduct, to 
retrace your steps, and to expunge from 
your journals all your orders, declarations 
and resolutious, respecting Mr. Gale 
Jones, and Sir Francis Burdett, and that 
as Sir Francis Burdett has not been excel- 
led from your honourable bouse, he be no 
longer prevented from exercising therein 
all the duties of a member of the same. 

Above all we earnestly pray your 
honourable house, in conjunction with Sir 
Francis Burdett, and in conformity to the 
notice he has given, to devise and adopt 
such measures as will effect an immediate 
and radical reform in the commons house 
of pari lament, and ensure to tbe people a 
full, fair and substantial representation, 
without which they must inevitably cease 
to exist a great, a free, a glorious and in- 
dependent nation. 

At a meeting of the; burgesses and in- 
habitants of the county borough of Car- 
rharthen, Convened at the Guildhall, on 
Monday, the 23d of April, 1810, in con- 
formity to a requisition for that purpose. 

t. JONES, SSQ. MAYOR, IN Tltt CBAII, 

It was unanimously resolved, 
That it is the opiriiou of this meeting, 
that Civil Liberty, the basis of our admi- 
rable Constitution, is the birth light of 



every Englishman; and that no longer 
than the free enjoyment of personal st> 
curity, personal liberty, and private pro- 
perty, remains inviolate, can we be free* 

That every man owes obedience to the 
laws ; laws definite and distinct, not left 
to the caprice of power, but govef 6crx by 
that sacred and solemn palladium of li- 
berty— 'Magna Charta, which expressly 
and explicitly declares, " That no free' 
mah shall be taken or imprisoned but by 
the lawful judgment of his equals, or by 
the law of the land." 

That we have observed with alarm and* 
sorrow the late acts of tbe house of com- 
mons, which has assumed to itself unde- 
fined privileges and constituted itself tha 
accuser and judge of supposed breaches 
of the same, thereby claiming a power 
which cannot be legally assumed by the 
highest branch ef our constitution, and 
which violates tbe freedom of the subject, 
his right to a trial by his peers, and the 
liberty of the press! 

Whilst we fully acknowledge the com- 
petency and right of the house of com- 
mons to remove all obstructions to its 
debates, to punish prevarication and con- 
tempts, and to adopt and exercise power 
which necessity -may require in unusual 
and unforeseen cases; we nevertheless do 
declare, that it cannot legally constitute 
itself a judge of law or fact in any case 
wherein the ordinary tribunals of the 
kingdom are competent to decide. 

That a judge and jury are the only 
competent and proper tribunal to try 
and ascertain whether any publication be 
libellous or not, and to punish the con- 
victed author of such libellous publica- 
tion : and whilst we protest in the strong- 
est terms against the functions of a judge 
and jury being exercised by the hause of 
commons on such an occasion, still more 
do we deprecate the measures adopted by 
that house of arresting and imprisoning 
one of its members for such an alleged of- 
fence, and thereby depriving part of tbe 
community of its representative in par- 
liament. 

That tbe means resorted to by the 
servants of the said house, in order to 
carry into execution the resolutions enter- 
ed into on these subjects, appear to us 
highly unconstitutional, insomueh as the 
dwelling-house of a fellow.subject hat 
been violated under pretence of enforcing 
a warrant to wbich the king was not i 
party — a violation jn 4ir#ct opposition to 
tbe well-known maxim-— "That an Eng- 
lishman's house is his castle." 

That every independent member of 
parliament, who in the honest and con- 
scientious discharge Of his duty deliver! 



